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Second Annual Meeting 
or + = 


Russian Department, Siberia Mission 


OF THE 


Methodist Episcopal Church, South. 


HELD IN HARBIN, CHIN A. 
Sept. 11, 1923. 


Officers of the Meeting 


Bishop H. A. Boaz, M.A., D, D., President 
Mrs. E, G. Pestrikoff, Secretary. 
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Bishop H. A. Boaz, D. D. 


Bishop in Charge of Korea Conference, Japan 
Mission and Sibéria Mission, M. E. Church, South. 


H. W. Jenkins 


* Superintendent Russian 
Department, Siberia 
Mission. 
oe 


RUSSIAN DEPARTMENT, SIBERIA MISSION 
DIRECTORY FOR 1923-1924. 


Name Address ~ Appointment 


1. H. W. Jenkins. 128 Telenskaya St. Supsrintendent of the 
Harbin, China. Siberia Mission. Presi- 
dent and Treasurer of 
the Methodist Gymuasi- 
= um and Jnstitute, and 
Treasurer of the Sibe- 

ria Mission. 


- 2. Geo. F. Erwin. 128 Telenskaya St. Pastor, Central Methodist 
_ Harbin, China. Church, Harbin. 


3. N. J. Poysti «© 39 Gogolevskaya St. Pastor, Modyagow Mc- 
Modyagow, Harbio. thodist Church Harbin. 


4. B. M. Vinogradoff Care 128 Telen- Pastor, Pristan Church. 
skaya St. Harbin, 
China. 
b. é. I. Yasinitsky “Care 128 Telenskaya Pastor, Old Harbin 
St. Harbin, China. Church. 


6. Miss Lillian 58 Bolshoi Prospect Language study. 
Wahl Harbin, China. 


j 7. Miss Constance 58 Bolshoi Prospect Language study and Se- 
Rumbough. MHarbin, China. cretary and Treasurer of — 
Woman’s Work, 
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Minutes of the First Annual Meeting 


of the Russian Department, Siberia Mission. 
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The First Annual Meeting of the Russian Department of the 
Siberia Mission, Methodist Episcopal Church, South, convened in 
the Mission Residence; Harbin, China, 9 A, M. Tuesday 
September 11, 1923. Bishop Boaz presided. Devotional Exercises 
were conducted by Bishop Boaz. 

Geo. F. Erwin called the roll and the fallowiae answered to 
their names: 


H. W. Jenkins, Mrs. H. W. Jenkins, Geo. F.. Erwin, Mrs. 
Geo. F. Erwin. | 


Mrs. Pestrikoff, lay delegate from Vladivostok and 


Messrs. Crawford, Vallesuk, Yasinitsky, and Vinogradoff, lay 
delegates from Harbin, were seated as members of the meeting. 


Mrs. Jenkins and Mrs. Erwin were recognized as full mem- 
bers of the Mission. 


Mrs. Pestrikoff was elected Secretary. 


| Reports: 


Mr. Jenkins, as Superintendent made a report, summarising 
the work during the past year. (see supplement) 

Rev. Erwin read his report. (see supplement) 

Mr. Pestrikoff, of Vladivostok, sent his report which was 
read by the secretary. (see supplement) 


Mr. Crawford made a verbal report. Reported ‘the Educatio- — 
nal Wotk which he had done. Mr. Crawford stated that he was 
s cepti cal at first regarding the success of the Methodist Church 


among the Russians but after three months he is well pleased with 
the outlook. 


Mr, Vinogradoff reported his work as Theological. Student 
and Secretary of the Institute. 


Mr. Yasinitsky reported the work which he. had done as a 
Theological Student and Choir leader. 


Mr. Vallesuk tepyrted on his Educational Work in Modyagow- 
Mrs. Jenkins added that Mr. Vallesuk had done very much.transla- 


tion work which is very valuable and essential to the work of the 
Church. 


Mrs. Pestrikoff cigs her work as Teacher in the Modyagow 
branch of the Institute. 


Rev. N, J. Poysti, who was connected with the Methodist 


— 


Rev. Geo. F. Erwin. 
Pastor Central Church. 


“on 


Episcopal Church in European Russia for many years. and when 
the revolution began came East with ths Y. M. C.A., and later, 
when the Y. M. C. A. reduced their forces in Siberia,. became 
connected with the Swedish American Baptist Mission, made appli- 
cation to join our Mission. Mr. Poysti has been connected with 
our work since its beginning last May. Conference having recogni- 
zed Mr. Poysti’s Hlder's Orders voted to accept him as a member 
of the Mission. 


Messrs. Vinogradoff and Yasinitsky were recommended for 
license to preach. 


Conference voted to license them to preach. gs 
It was recommended that work b+ opened in Nahalovka, Oid 


Harbin and Pristan. The first two being suburbs and the last the 
Commercial and Manufacturing center of Harbin, 


Conference voted to open work in Old Harbin and Pristan. 


Since the Russian and Korean work of the Siberia Mission 
require separate organizations, the Meé¢ting voted to request the 
Bishop’ to propose to the Board of Missions to éstablish out of the 
Siberia Mission two separate Missions, one for the Russians and 
one for the Koreans. 


Minutes of the session were read and approved, after which 
the Bishop read the appointments for the year 1923-24 (see ap- 
pointments) . | 


The session adjourned, sine die, with the benediction by 
Bishop Boaz. 3 


Signed: H. A. BOAZ, 
President. | 
E, G. PESTRIKOFF, 
| Secretary, 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Russian Department, Siberia Mission 
of 


, 1923-1924 
Bishop H. A. Boaz, presiding 


Superintendent Russian Department, 

Siberia Mission.......... A OE ee Se Snamsies H. W. Jenkins 
President and Treasurer of the 

Methodist Institute and Gymnasium... ..... ppibvinmabiieda H. W. Jenkins 
Treasurer of the Siberia Mission ....................... H. W. Jenkins 
Central Church, Harbin.............. Ses Pew’ Rae Geo. F. Erwin 
Modiagow Methodist Church 
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EN, DUNO. wn cedvice Piaee wheat con .» 3B. M. Vinogradoff 
CTE, «x 6 keahes ei bie s Gh COvea ehES G. Yasinitsky 
Language study ............. Seececedecesee 06008 Lilien Wan 
me ar ae Pee oes Ce eh Oks dee ean Miss Constance Rumbough 


Secretary and Treasurer 


NT TR i ee i ee i . Miss Constance Rumbough 


Gaz 


Coworkers from the Woman’s Department 


Miss Constance Rumbough. Miss Lillian Wahl. 


SUPPLEMENT 
Report of H. W. JENKINS. 


To the Annual Meeting of the Siberia Mission insession at Harbin, 
China, September 11th, 1923. | 


Bishop Boaz & Fellow Workers,— 


This Report gives a summary of the work of ‘the. Mis- 
sion in Harbin. The personal part which I have done as 
Treasurer of the Mission, teacher of English classes in the 
Methodist Institute,. supervisor of the building program begun 
Jast year is not described herein. 

Neither is the Vladivostok work included since Politi- 
cal Conditions have made it impossible fur m=: to visit Vla- 
divostok and to know personally the work that is being car- 
ried on in Sikeria proper. 

Messrs. Erwin‘s and Pestrikoff‘s. reports that follow tell 
of this work, 
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EVANGELISTIC WORK 


In New Town. 


Mr. Erwin has charge of the evangelistic work in New 
Town. At present Church services are being conducted in the 
basement of the missionary residences, 128 Telinskaya Street. 

Bible classes are taught on Saturday evenings and prea- 
ching services conducted Sunday evenings, Both these seryi- 
ces are well attended. 


In Modyagow. 


A program identical with that mentioned in New Town 
is being carried out in Modyagow. 

Bible classes Saturday evening and Church services Sun- 
day evening. This work is being ably carried on by Mr. 
Poysti. Beginning the first of August he started Methodist 
classes which are resulting in much good and give promise 
of being more largely attended in the fall and winter months. 


General. 


The evangelistic work which was actively begun on May Ist 
has been very encouraging. The Church services and Bible classes 
have been well attended by the best class of people in the city 
and they have taken very much interest in the work. Many confe.- 
ssions have been made that an entirely new light has been given 
them with regard to the Bible and religion. Our open air services 
which were planned for the Bishop were attended Sunday evening, 
August Sth, by more than four hundred people. A great sermon 
was preached by Brother Poysti. Three young men were received 
into the Church and the results were very encouraging in every res- 
pect, We had a genuine old-fashioned Methodist meeting and were 
very sorry that it was impossible for the Bishop to be present. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK 


The Methodist Institute began its work in the basement of the 
missionary residences on Telinskaya street May Ist andin Modiagow 
on June llth. To date almost six hundred students have been enrol- 
led in the two departments. Subjects taught are: shorthand, type- 
writing, book-keeping, English, and commercial correspondenee. For 
these a tuition is charged. Bible classes and singing are given free 
to all students. In view of the fact that, summer months are most 
unpopular for school and Church attendance we predict that ‘ we 
will have much better attendance in the autumn. 


THE METHODIST CHRISTIAN ADVOCATE 


The first issue of this “Advocate” was published July 15th 
and it is planned to publish it twice a month. Mrs. Pestrikoff is 
doing the translation as well as teaching two classes in English in 
the Institute. Efforts are being made to sell this journal, but the re- 
sults are not very encouraging, We would like a plan for the dis- 
tribution of itto be decided upon. 


SONG BOOKS 


Through Mr. Poysti we secured the Song Book which. was 
used by the Methodist Episcopal Church in Europe. He assured us 
that he had all rights for publishing same and gave us the right 
to have copies of it made. 


Knowing that our Evangelistic work wou.d be seriously handi- 
capped without Protestant songs, we had 1000 copies of this book 
made, therefore we are well supplied with Songz Books for several 
years to come. Also we published a small English Song Book and 
Scriptural readings to be used in our English classes of the Me- 
thodist Institute. We feel that the cost of these books is very small 
in comparison with the great bencfits which the Mission will receive. 


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 1924. 
EVANGELISTIC WORK. 


In Harbin 


In as much as we have already two young preachers in train- — 
ing and there is such great need for Evangelical work in other 
sections of Harbin, we recommend that one or two other places be 
opened as soon as possible and the work bs: assigned to these 
young ministers. The cost of renting such places is the biggest 
question in view of the fact that our appropriations for next year 
are limited. We are satisfied that such places can be secured at a 
maximum cost of Yen 100.00 anda minimum of Yen 650.00. Of 
course, all possible efforts will be made to secure them at the least 
possible expense. Nakhalovka, Old Harbin, in New Town or Pristan, 
near the suburbs, which are inhabited by the — are the 
most suitable places for this Work, | 
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In Manchuria 


Along the Chinese Eastern Railway, from. Pogranichnaya to 
Manchuli are several large cities containing a population of several 
thousana Russians. Since conditions in Russia at present are not 
favourable for extension of our work as we would like, we wish to 
call attention to the fact that in Manchuria there is an unparalle- 
led opportunity for evangelical and. educational work, It is desirable 
that work be opened in some of these places as soon as possible. 


Sunday schools. 


: In order to teach people the Bible it is necessary that Sunday 
School work be begun. This cannot succeed unless we are provided 
with literature. Chere should be Sunday Schools conducted in New 
Town and Modiagow, places which are already in operation as well 
as new plac:s m:ntioned above, which we propose to open. We 
have or can secure sufficient workers. It is suggested that the inter- 
national lessons be translated and printed on the mimiograph, so 
that this phase of the work will be given its proper place in our 
program, | se | 
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Other Translations. 
The translation of the DISCIPLINE has been almost comple- 


ted. We have been waiting to hear from the European Methodist — 


Missions regarding the literature which they have already translated, 
They have as yet not responded to our enquiries, therefore, we are 
yet unable to proceed with this work. Miss Porter writes us that 
Dr. Pinson is ordering copies of thzir translated works. These should 
arrive some time in September. We feel, however, that this is 
one of the most important features of our work and that ao efforts 
should be spared in taking advantage of the present situation and 
getting all the literature possible translated. It is recommended that 
Mrs. Pestrikoff be given this work and she be relieved from the 
school work. Also that whatever additional expenses may be ne- 
cessary to verify the translaticns that they be met. 


EDUCATIONAL WORK. 


Primary or elementary schools. 


Thousands of children in the city are living on charity and 
are not receiving any educational advantages. Should our evan- 
gelical work be extended as suzgested above, then we ° could 
provide sufficient space for primary or elementary schools for 
these poor children. If funds can be provided, we believe that 
this would be one of the greatest opportunities for our Church to 
help the Russians. We think that some of these schools should be 
free, and the only condition for attending be that the children 
attend regularly. Besides a temporary free school to be lecated near 
the refugee barracks we recommend that a school be opened and 
a reasonable rate of tuition be charged to cover part expenses. 


Relief work. 


We recommend that relief money should be spent in connec- 
tion with the primary and elementary schools. 


INDUSTRIAL WORK IN CONNECTION WITH _ 
OUR MISSION SCHOOLS. 


This phase of the educational work should not be neglected. 
In connection with this we feel that a modern dairy, if established, 
would be of untold benefit to the work and the community. This 
should be almost self-supporting and at the same time provide work for 
some of the needy students, Cattle could be secured in Manchuria, 
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7 BISHOP BOAZ AND COWORKERS 
Standing {left to right) G. J. Yasinitsky, N. J. Poysti, B. M. Venigradoff 
Sitting, Geo F. Erwin, Bishop H. A. Boaz and H. W. Jenkins. — 
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We appreciate the fact that the Woman‘s Council has seen 
fit to provide us with two new workers, Miss Wah) and Miss 
Rumbough: The work which has already begun is very heavy for 
the two missionarics which are on tke field, but with the aid of 
the ladies, who are coming, and the local people, who are interes- 
ted in our work, we fez] that the above suggestions for the expan- 
sion should be approved and that work can be successfully operated. 


Yours for His service 


H. W. JENKINS. 
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Mr. Erwin and the Russian Orphan Girls 
whose~tuition at the Methodist Institute is being 


paid by Mrs. L. L. Clayton, Berkley, California, 
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TO THE ANNUAL SESSION OF THE RUSSIAN 
DEPT. 


Of the Siberia Mission. 


Bishop H. A. Boaz and Fellow Workers:- 


The greatest joy that can come to a Methodist Preacher comes 
as a result of being able to make a good report of the year’s work 
work to his Conference. 


I take greet pleasure in making my second report on the 
work I have undertaken as a Missionary. Since our last meeting a 
great part of my time has been spent in confusion, due to Politi- 
cal disturbances and sickness in my famlly. 


I held in my home in Vladivostok on December 17th, 1923, 
the first service ever held by the Methodist Church for Russians 
in Siberia. Much interest was shown in our meeting from the very 
beginning. We had an average attendance of about forty people. 
Three fine young menoffered themselves as Ministers, but just a few 
days after the finest one of them volunteered, he was deported by 
the Reds. I had one letter from him from Western Siberia - he was 
then in prison-I do not know what became of him. I continued 
these services in my home until just before leaving tor Harbin. 
Then Brother Taylor took over both the little English school and 
the Church services. On February 7th I received into the Church 
the first class of Members -this class consisted of Mrs. Pestrikoff, 
Gabriel Petida, Alexander Goverelchuk and Mikie! Martyanofg. 


We, under directions of Bishop Boaz, landed in Harbin on 
February 14th of this year. My tim: from then until the l-st of 
May was spent in studying Russian and planning with Brother 
Jenkins, the opening of the Methodist Institute. We opened both 
school and Church work at the same time. From then until now 
my time has been almost entirely taken up with Missionary work- 
I have had a Russian lesson nearly every day. Have given four 
lessons and conducted Chapel exercises five days in the week. 
On Saturdays I held a public Bible Class in the New Town Hall 
which was always well attended. The average attendance has been 
about fifty. The regular Methodist Church services were begun on 
Sunday night, May 6th, 1928. Much interest has bcen manifested 
in these services trom the very beginning in spite of the fact 
that the preaching has been done through an interpreter. The Hall has 
bsen filled to overflowing nearly every service. Many have expres- 
sed themselves as having received Spiritual uplift as the result of 
these simple services. 
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Brother Poysti and I have been training Brothers Venogradoff 
and Yasinitsky for the Ministry of our Church. They have done 
some excellent work-we fell that these two young men shall make 
noble workers for the Cause of Christ in this needy land. 
We are beginning to see some visible results of our labors. At 
present we have thirty-one full members and twelve probationers. 1} 
The interest is good in every way. I feel that the future of 
Methodism among the Russian people is very promising. 


GEORGE F. ERWIN, 7 


Missionary. 
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V.N. PESTRIKOFF. 
After the Missionaries were withdrawn 


Mr. Pestrikoff took Charge of our Vladivostok work. 
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Methodist Institute Summer students July 1923. 
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REPORT of N. J. POYSTI. 


Le I came to the Mission iy I-st 1923, at th: tim: of the op2- : 
ning of our work in Harbin. My work during the first two months 


consisted only in teaching a ministerial class and assisting Bro. 1 
Erwin in preaching at 128 Telinskaya. H 
~. On July I was appointed by our Supzrintendent, Bro. Jenkins, 
‘to begin Church work in Modiagow. Not more than sixty-five at-- ey 
‘tended the first servic: but since that time the regular attendanc:: 


has been between 200 and 220. The sz ating capacity of our Churcn 

| as only about 175. 

©". Just one week before our Conference, I received in the Instruc- | 

tion class 27 probations and started to teach them our fundamental : 

doctrine. ‘ 
May our Lord heJp us in our great task here among the dear 

Russian people. 


N. J. POYSTI. : 
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A Typical Russian, Church. 
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Rev. N. J. Poysti, 


Pastor 


Modyagow Methodist Church 
Harbin. 
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REPORT of V.N. PESTRIKOFF 


This year the Churches in the Russian\Far East have had to 
work under new conditions. After the Far Eastern Provinces united 
with Soviet Russia the conditions of life and the work of the 
Church were changed. New laws were made concerning church work. 
These Jaws restricted the freedom of religeous work and made eit 
almost impossible to organize new religious societies. The publi- 
shing of religious literature was forbidden and no newspaper would 
‘accept church notices. 3 


Under such conditions the Methodist Episcopal Church, South 
started work for Russians in Siberia. 
h 


In Oct. 1922, Rey. G. F. Erwin organized a Russian Met 
Church in Vladivostok, Siberia. Mr. Erwia worked only a_ short 
time and was transferred io Harbin. After he moved Mr. Taylor, 
missionary to the Koreans in Siberia, had charge of the work. 
Under his leadership the work continued to grow. The room which 
was rented for the services soon became too small and a larger 
place was rented. 


Besides the religious work, evening classes in English were 
organized. Two Russians were employed to help Mr. Taylor with 
these classes. : 


In May the. little society was sorry to learn of the departure 
of Mr. Taylor for America. Many thought that this would put a 
stop to the work and that the work in Vladivostok would be dis- 
continued. When Mr. Taylor left the average attandance was about 
25 atthe Church services and about 50 students in the English classes, 
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October 1923. 
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Rev. J.0.J5, Taylor 

_  ¥First_Missionary to Siberia (Korean work). 

ue 
4 After his departure the regular services were ‘replaced by 


weekly talks, reading of th: Bible, and singing of hymns. Soon 
‘afterwards Mr. Puzarnkoff was engaged to hold meetings regularly. 
.. Our smaji choir helped as much as it could. In May and June our 
«work was more or less a regular work and attracted the interest of 
' outsiders, but in July when the new laws were enforced our work 
had to be stopped. Then came the most difficult part of the work 
—to secure a jufidical standing for our youngorganization. Sirce it 
was difficult for the old Churches to obtain a right to continue 
their work you can imagine how much more difficult it was to get 
permission: for a young church. During the time when the decrees 
were enforced, when the property was transferred and contracts sig- 
ned with the Government, we could not. develop our work on 
; , account of, danger of being persecuted, but our meetings continued 
’”" to take place. The attendance was reluced to an average 12. 


Finally in the middle of August, after six weeks trouble, our 
- fundamental purpose - the legalization of the Ghurch- was reached 
and before us lay a wide field ‘which was in aed of a good sower, 
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Again we had to face difficulties. Mr. Puzankoff resigned. 
This resignation was very unexpected but we did our best to keep 
our work going. 

The English classes were continued after the departure of Mr. 
Tayior. In Summer the number of students decreased owing to the 
fact that some went to the country on vacation. A few days ago 
we had to stop the classes until we can secure a iicens: for our 
class work. As soon as this arrangement can be made we shall re- 
sume this work. 


Very little relief work has been done because of lack of 
funds. The total spent from May to October is 60 rubles. 

With hope and faith in God we look into the future. We 
think that we are pursuing the right course and that the first 
thorns and obstacles in our path only encouray2 us more and the 
seed which were sown by Mr. Erwin and Mr. Taylor will bring a 
good harvest. The work is greatly handicapped and further develop- 
ment almost impossible because of the absence of a pastor. It is 
desirable to have somebody who is authorized to lead the services 
and administer sacraments; we could do charity work among the 
poorest people and extend our work beyond Vladivostok. 


V. PESTRIKOFF. 


